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“And now I say unto . from these men, and let shew a 

for uf this counsel or this work be of men, tt will come to naught: But 

if tt be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, lest haply ye be found even to 
fight against God.”—Aocts 5: 38, 39. 
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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


THE following remarks were made by President Joseph F. Smith in the 
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, on Monday afternoon, July 31, 1898: | 
I 'am pleased to hear the: testimonies of. the: truth as chen ae given 
through those who are called to minister unto us from time to time. We 
have been hearing about the Gospel, which is being taught to the children 
of men abroad, and also to those who have been gathered to these valleys. 
from the nations of the earth, and who compose the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. It is this eternal Gospel of truth (which has 
been restored in this dispensation through the instrumentality of an in- 
spired man, a Prophet of the living God) that we have to offer to the 
people of the world. It has many features distinct from the gospels that 
are being taught by hired ministers in the world. As Brother A. P. 
Kesler has been telling us, the Gospel which Jesus taught was a Gospel 
of deeds, and not. a gospel of words. It was indeed a Gospel of action. 
It required unbounded faith and obedience to the commands of God. It. 
not only required this, but it required a man’s whole heart and mind his 
whole being. The Savior taught that he who songht to save his life 
should lose it, while he who was willing to lay down his life for the truth’s : 
sake should find it. Jesus told His disciples that they were not to fear 
those who could kill the body, but rather to fear Him who had power to 
cast both the body and the spirit into hell. He taught the people that He 
was not on the earth to do His own will, but He was here expressly to do 
His Father’s will. He likened those who heard His word and did it not, 
unto a foolish man, who built, his house upon the sand, that when the 
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was founded upon the sand; but he that heard the word and did it, he 
likened unto a man who built his house upon the rock, and the storms 
and the winds could not move it from its foundations, for it was built 
upon the rock. This is one of the principal distinguishing features be- 
tween the doctrine of Jesus, or of the Latter-day Saints, and the doctrines 
advocated by men who preach for hire and divine for money. I myself 
heard one of those eminent preachers of the latter days, called an evan- 
gelist, declare in solemn words, to a congregation of more than 8,000 
people, that it was not works which would save the world; it was not 
obedience to this commandment or to that commandment; it was not an 
acceptance of this ordinance or that ordinance, that would save the world; 
for these, he claimed, were only outward works, which were intended to 
satisfy the conscience. He said there was only one thing needful, simply 
requiring the exertion of the mind, and that was that we should believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and we would be saved. It was not essential 
to be baptized; it was not essential to lay on hands for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost; it was not essential to go through any form of confirmation. 
These were only forms and were not essential. The only thing nn 
was, belief in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now, the Latter-day Saints would remind the world that it is written 
in the holy Scriptures, “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest 
well; the devils also believe and tremble.” Yet shall we say that Satan 
has accomplished all that is essential for salvation? For he believes; we 
have scriptural proof of it. He took the Son of God and showed Him all 
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them, and said, “All these 
things will [ give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.” Why did 
he do that? Because he believed that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of 
the living God. But he was not saved by this belief, and he will not be 
exalted in the presence of the Lord; for while he believes, yet in his heart 
he is rebellious against God and His truth. While he believes in his heart, 
and trembles, he rejects the truth and the things that are essential to sal- 
vation. Therefore, he remains, and will continue to remain; Beelzebub, 
Perdition, the father of lies; and all those who follow in his footsteps, by 
believing and yet rejecting the requirements of heaven, will become bis 
servants the sons of perdition. 55 

These are some things which distinguish Mormonism from the 3 
of the world the Gospel of Christ from the gospels of men the teachings 
of the Elders of Israel from the teachings of hirelings. We say to you 
that you must not only believe, but you must obey and do the things 
that He commands. You must not only do that, but you must give your 
heart, your affection and your whole soul with a willing mind to God. 
You must give up your will to the will of the Father, and you must do 
all things that He requires at your hands, if you will be saved and exalted 
in His presence. This is the difference between the Gospel of life, which 
is the power of God unto salvation, and the gospels of men, which are as 
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. It is the truth that will save. It 
is obedience to the truth that will bring us near unto God and into the 
enjoyment of His Spirit. There is no other way pointed out, no other 
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plan laid down by which men can get back into the presence of God and 
obtain exaltation with Him, only through this Gospel of eternal truth, 
which has been restored to the earth in this dispensation through the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, by the ministering of angels, and through the 
condescension of God Himself and His Son Jesus Christ to visit the earth. 

It is not only necessary unto life and salvation that we have received 
and obeyed the Gospel, but now that we have become recipients of the 
gifts and blessings thereof, it becomes our duty, inasmuch as we have 
been warned, to warn our neighbor. This is not merely permissive, it is 
an obligation, binding upon us. If we have the truth we should be in- 
strumental in the hand of God, so far as we have opportunity, of convey- 
ing that truth to others, that inasmuch as any have been redéemed from 
the power of death and from the grasp of Satan through obedience to the 
truth, they shall become saviors upon Mount Zion, and they should extend 
the benefit of the knowledge that God has bestowed upon them to those 
who still sit in darkness, that they may also be saved. He that has re- 
ceived a talent and will not put it thus to usury—will not use it for the 
benefit of mankind, is like him to whom the one talent was entrusted, who 
wrapped it in a napkin and buried it in the earth, that it might be pre- 
served until the master returned, when he dug it up and said, “Lord, 1 
knew that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and 
gathering where thou hast not strawed; and I was afraid, and went and 
hid thy talent in the earth; lo, there thou hast that is thine.“ Then will 
it be said unto him, “Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest 
that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed; thou 
oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at 
my coming I should have received mine own with usury.” He that has the 
truth and buries it in his heart, and is not active in trying to bring others 
to a knowledge of the truth, is an unprofitable servant; he is not magni- 
fying his calling, nor doing his duty. And he should be willing to do 
this without money and without price, and without expectation of any 
earthly reward. He should be willing to do it because he loves the souls. 
of men, and because he prizes the glorious gift which he has received; 
and he is anxious that all his fellow creatures may also ee the pearl 
beyond price which he has received himself. 

We teach that men must not only believe in the Lord . Christ bub 
that they should believe in His Father as well, and in the Holy Ghost. 
Believing in these, they should repent of their sins. This requires action 
upon the part of the children of men. Sins are not repented by the mere 
volition of the will. Men have to sacrifice their craven appetites, their 
corrupt desires, and their ‘carnal lusts, in order to forsake sin. And men 
that will not repent cannot be saved, though they may believe as fervently. 
as the devil believes; for he does believe, and not only so, but he knows; 
yet he will not do that which God requires. Having repented, what next? 
We must follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ; we must do the work 
that He did. What work did he do? The very first thing that He did 
when He came forth to fill the mission His Father had sent Him upon in 
the world, was to hunt up John, who came before to prepare the way for 
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His coming. He went to John to be baptized. John forbade Him at first, 
saying thet he had need to be baptized of Him. But Jesus said, “Suffer 
it to be so now; for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness.” He 
only did what He required others to do, and therefore he was baptized of 
John. He was buried in the water by one who had authority from God 
to baptize; and as He came up out of the water the heavens were opened, 
and the Holy Ghost, in the form of a dove, descended from the heavens 
upon Him, and a voice came out of the heavens, saying, “This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Then Jesus went forth and called 
His disciples, and He taught them—what! Read His glorious sermon on 
the mount. They were todo good for evil; they were to sacrifice every 
craven appetite of their nature, every fallen inclination of their hearts; 
they were not to persecute others because they persecuted them; they 
were to pray for those who should despitefully use them; they were to 
seek to do good to all mankind, obey the commandments of God, and to 
do the things that Jesus did, and that He commanded. | 
This is the true Gospel. It is the power of God unto salvation. Will 
we receive it? If not we will be rejected; or if we reject it in part, then 
will we be guilty of breaking the whole law, because we will not be quali- 
fied to enter into the glory of God or into the mansions that are prepared 
for the just until we are willing to receive the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, and stand by it, whether we have any earthly re- 
ward or not. | 
While listening to the brethren this siemens 1 was led to reflect upon b 
some of our friends who have passed away. When we look back and 
think of President Young, Heber C. Kimball, Willard Richards, George 
A. Smith, Orson Pratt, Parley Pratt, President John Taylor, Erastus 
Snow, and the thousands of faithful, valiant Saints of God who passed 
through the persecutions in Ohio, in Missouri, and in Illinois, and were 
driven from their homes time and time and time again, and finally out 
into the wilderness, with no knowledge, except the promises of the Holy 
Spirit in their hearts, that they would ever find a resting place for their 
weary feet driven from their homes, their kindred, and their friends, 
with the dimmest prospect in the world, so far as human knowledge or 
prescience was concerned, of ever reaching a haven of rest, but trudging 
across the plains with weary step, yet with unshaken confidence in God 
and unwavering faith in His word—when we look back and think of 
those scenes we cannot forget the faithful men and women who passed 
through them. They did not faint by the way; they did not backslide; 
they did not turn from the truth. The harder the trial, the more difficult 
the journey, the greater the obstacles, the more firm and determined they 
were. President Young, under the influence of the Spirit of God, led this 
people away from the densely settled portions of our country into this 
once bleak and desolate waste, where the Lord knew what He had in 
store for His people, but which none of us foresaw. I cannot believe 
that the whole truth, such as we see it to-day, ever dawned upon any of 
those who led us here, up to the time of their coming. I believe they 
built better than they knew. I believe they were led by the power of 
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God, step by step, and were taught precept upon precept, line upon line. 
In this way He proved their integrity and their devotion. He proved 
them unto death; yes,and even beyond death; for death to many of them 
would have been sweet, it would have been peaceful, happy rest, compared 
with the toil and trouble they had toendure. Nevertheless the Lord brought 
us here. But He had to suffer the power of our enemies to be brought 
into requisition in order to get us here. If the Prophet Joseph Smith or 
President Brigham Young had called upon the people to leave their peace- 
ful homes and their happy surroundings to come out into this desert, I 
do not believe he could have found one out of a hundred that would have 
been willing to sacrifice what they then enjoyed, with faith that they 
would better their condition or that they were fulfilling the purpose of 
the Almighty in doing so. They were all human; they were surrounded 
with many weaknesses and imperfections, and were too shortsighted to fore- 
see that which God foresaw. Now we are here, and look at what has been 
accomplished, indeed, “what God hath wrought!” We have not done it; 
the Lord has done it. He has removed from the soil its barrenness, and 
has given to it fertility and to us prosperity on every hand. Will we 
appreciate all this as a gift of God to us, and will we use it right? Will 
we remember the Lord in the abundance of His gifts unto us! For He 
has not only made it a duty for us to have faith, and to repent, and to be 
baptized, and to keep ourselves pure and unspotted from the world, but 
He has made another little requirement of us, in order to test us and to 
prove us withal, to see whether we are willing to obey Him rather than to 
follow the inclinations of our own minds. He has required that one-tenth 
of our increase annually shall be given unto Him, as a tithing, for the 
work of the ministry, for the building of temples, for the spreading of the 
Gospel, for the gathering of the poor, and for the feeding of the widow 
and the orphan, the aged and the decrepit. We are to give one-tenth of 
that which we obtain annually into the storehouse of the Lord, that the 
Lord may have meat in His storehouse wherewith to accomplish His 
work on the earth. Will we do it? Will we obey the Lord? If we do 
not, we will suffer the consequences sooner of later. The Lord is inde- 
pendent of us. He has no favors to ask of us. Whatever He asks of us is 
designed for our favor and blessing and not for His. He is not seeking 
benefits at our hands; but He is seeking obedience on our part to the 
laws and commandments which He has given us, that we may be bene- 
fitted. If He requires our tithes and our offerings, it is that we may learn 
the principle of sacrifice, that we may not become covetous, or selfish, or 
sordid, or be wrapt up in our earthly possessions, but that we may be 
willing to impart freely of that which the Lord gives to us, for the accom- 
plishment of His temporal work. If we fail in proving our integrity in 
these matters, we will fail in our W nun 
our hands. 

May the Lord belp our ine all my Amen. 
—Deseret News. 
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MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 


THe Manchester Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 8 
Saints was held in the Co- operative Hall, King St., Oldham, on Sunday, 
November 13, 1898, President James Briggs presiding. 

There were present the presidency of the European Mission, Rulon 8. 

Wells and Jos. W. McMurrin; Elders Wootton, McFarlane and Holther 

of the Mittenniat Star Office; Elder John R. Hindley of the London 

Conference. All of the Traveling Elders of the Manchester Conference, 

with the — of Hider Jos. Helm who was ill, suffering from a severe 
cold. 

At 10:30 a.m. after the neue) opening exercises and a 85 remerke by 
- President Briggs, the general authorities of the Church and the presi- 
dency of the European Mission were presented and unanimously sus- 
tained. The following named Elders were presented and unanimously 
sustained, as follows: James Briggs as President of the Conference; As 
Traveling Elders—J. C. Rushton, Jos. Helm, B. R. Birchall and Edwin 
Watson, Manchester District; Jos. Kirkham, Thos. Blake, John D. Bowers, 
Geo. Colling Wood, Wm. J. Clark and Frank G. Robinson, Jr., Oldham 
District; Geo. W. Barnes, Wm. A. Dawson, Winslow Farr, R. W. Simkins, 
Macclesfield District; Elliot Butterworth, Chas. R. Bailey, Moorside * 
trict; J. C. Rushton as clerk of the Conference. 

The statistical report for the past seven months then cued was as 
follows: Number of branches, 8; Missionaries from Zion—High Priests: 
2; Seventies, 15; Local Prissthood-—Elders; 19; Priests, 15; Teachers, 5; 
- Deacons, 3; members, 254; total officers and members, 296; children under 
eight, 87; total number of souls, exclusive of missionaries, 383. Tracts 
distributed — from door to door, 45,279; in open-air meetings and other- 
wise, 8,762; books distributed—sold, 9; loaned, 143; given away, 52; 
' strangers houses visited—with first tract only, 12,859; by first invitation, 
191; by re-invitation, 491; Gospel conversations, 1,897; meetings held 
hall, 339; cottage, 168; dub door; 103; Sunday sehéols, 101; M. I. A. 6 
bible theological classes, 9; Priesthood meetings, 8; baptisms— new mem- 
bers, 29; children of members, 6 ; confirmations, 35; ordinations, 4; children 
blessed of church members, 7; of non-members, I; emigrated—over eight 
years, 12; under eight years, 7; died over eight: years, 1; under eight 
years, 2; new subscribers for Srar secured, 2. The time remaining was 
occupied by Elders G. W. Barnes, r 3 Jos. Kirkham and Frank 
G. Robinson, Ir. 
2220 p.m. The speakers during this session, were Elders John b. Bowers, 
Attewall Wootton, J. C. McFarlane and B. R. Birchall. —— 

6 p. m. The speakers at this meeting were Presidents Jos. W. MeMurrin, 
Rulon S. Wells and James Briggs. | 
_ The conference in every respect was a success. Misiy strangers were 

present. It was a spiritual and social gathering that refreshed all who 
came within the radius of ite influence. 
An instructive council meeting was held on the Monday at 24 _— 
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Street, Oldham, and instructions were given by Presidents Wells and 
McMurrin, pertaining to missionary work and the conduct that should 
characterize the Elders in their living, and labors. ~ 

‘ J. C. Rusuton, Clerk of the Conference. 


ARRIVALS.—The following named Missionaries from Zion arrived at 
Southampton per American Line s.s. Pennland, on November 9, 1898: 
For the British Mission—George Coombs,. Central, Ariz.; Thos. A. 
Hunt, Monroe; Charles R. Pearce, Montpelier, Idaho; George Glover, 
_ Lehi; William R. Norton, Central, Ariz,; Edwin Watson, Blackfoot, Idaho; 
Samuel Erastus Henrie, Panguitch; William Nicholas Hill, Mill Creek. 
For the Scandinavian Mission—Matthias Erickson, Salina; Joseph Chris- 
topherson, Burlington, Wyo.; Christian Canutson, Elsinore; Julius C. 
Anderson, Provo; James Peter Christensen, Bear River City; Christian 
Olson, Brigham City; Hans C. Christensen, Emery. For the German 
Mission—Fred. C. Fox, Paris, Idaho; N A. McBride, Tooele City; 
Andress en Midway. 


RELEASES AND eee George ene has been appointed to 
labor as a Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference; Thos. A. Hunt 
has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Con- 
ference; Charles R. Pearce, William R. Norton, Samuel Erastus Henrie 
and William Nicholas Hill have been appointed to labor as Traveling 
Elders in the Liverpool Conference; George Glover has been appointed to 
labor as a Traveling Elder in the Bristol Conference, and Edwin Wateon 

has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the Manchester 
Conference. | 

Oscar Raymond Knight is released as Traveling Elder in the Leeds 
Conference and appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the London 
Conference. 

Sister Inez Knight is Weed from the Bristol Conference and appointed 
to mer’ in the London nme 


Tun Anchor Line s. s. Anchoria which sailed from Glasgow on November 
5, with returning Elders and emigrating Saints on board, arrived in Now 
York at 3 am on the 16th. | | 


Cowrzeznce Noticz.—A conference of the Latter-day 

Saints in the Newcastle District will be held in the Shields Road Assembly 

Room, Heaton, on November 27, 1898. Meetings will commence at 10:30 
a. m., | 


Oity, Utah, October 26, 1886, of dopey, Isaac Hardman; 
born in Manchester, England, Sept. 17, 1831; emigrated to Utah in 1855. 
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HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF.. 


tendency in the minds of 
them to oppose the greatest blessings that come to them. All the great 
inventions and discoveries that have brought to mankind many comforts, 
conveniences and luxuries of life have met with opposition of the severest 
kind, and those inventors and discoverers to whose memory men ereect 
‘monuments and whom all now delight to honor, were looked upon with 
‘contumely and reproach by their contemporaries, and wore met by discour- 
agement on every hand and in every conceivable form. 

Those things that are condemned by one generation are de by 
the next, and the greatest men the world bas ever known e eber 
ciated during their lifetime. 

The prophets of old who delivered the of God men 
; 2 and slain by those to whom they were sent to minister, 
but their sayings are now quoted and their praises gung in many different 
languages throughout the world. The Savior Himself was no exception 
to the rule; althongh he came to earth to offer the greatest blessings that 


* gould bo conferred on men, and. gave his life as a willing sacrifice that all 


who believe on him might have eternal life. He was persecuted: and 
_ scorned, falsely secused, spat upon, crowned with thorns and crucified, 
while to-day his name is spoken with the greatest reverence by bundreds 
of millions. Still many of those who appear the most reverential are 
: possessed of the same spirit that prompted the Jews in their persecutions, 
and were He to make his second advent and teach the same dootrines he 
taught when on earth, they would be ready to cry “crucify him.” This 
is evidenced. by the treatment accorded: to his servants who go abroad 
teaching the identical principles that were taught by Christ and * 
Apostles in former times. 

In these latter days, God bis’ ta tts 
. purity. as in days of old, but men are no more willing to receive it than 
they were in the days of our Savior. Joseph Smith, the prophet of the 
. Nineteenth Century was accorded a similar reception. to that of the Savior. 
Persecution, reproach, and martyrdom were his lot, and the disciples who 

have believed in him and have been called as were the Apostles of our 
Lord, have received identical treatment with those of old. There is some 
consolation in the thought that similar results will follow, and in time the 
world will yet acknowledge the divine mission of the Modern Prophet as 
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‘BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS. 


[Continned from page 71 9.] 
CHAPTER XII. 


Ts AND GRO WIH. GERMANUS AND Lors 
“ ALLELUIATIO Vroronr“ —THE ‘Lasors oF BRTCHAN IN WALES. 


he the Fifth century the eee the church in Britain is 
admitted. This arose partly from association with the pagan inhabitants 
and partly from the gradual increase of heresy and departure from the 
truth. One of the sects that at that time contended vigorously for 
supremacy is known to us as Pelagianism, from Pelagius, its founder. 
Pelagius was a native of Wales, whose real name was Morgan, Pelagius 
being the Greek form of that familiar word. It is possible that the doc- 
trines taught by this man contained more remnants of truth than did 
those of his. opponents, but ultimately in the struggle it: was overborne 

About A. D. 409 Morgan left his native country for a eee 
the civilized world. He was a ripe scholar, and was everywhere kindly 
received on aooount of his learning and excellent moral character. He 
wrote several books upon questions of — which were 
highly praised even by some who afterwards him on questions 
relating to his peculiar doctrines. He first went to Rome, accompanied 
by Celestius, who was said to have been an Irishman, an eloquent speaker 
and very successful in expounding the ideas of his leader. These doc- 
so that he would have died whether he had sinned or not. 2. Adam's 
sin injured only himself, and not the human race. 3. Infants are in the 
same condition in which Adam was before the fall. 4. The whole human 
race neither dies in consequence of Adam's death or transgression, nor 
rises from the dead in consequence of Christ's resurrection. 5. Infants 
obtain eternal life, though they be not baptized. 6. The law is as good 
a means of salvation as the Gospel. 7. There were some men, even be- 
fore Christ who were free from sin, and subjects of salvation. These doc- 
trines were generally received where Felagius or his friends explained 
them; and it is said they were only condemned: where: misundersteod. 
Nevertheless, they were, by the. councils, of the church, rejected; and 
eventually condemned as contrary to orthodox doctrine. — | 

From the time of the organization of the: Christian Och m0 dasses 
had yet produced so much controversy or involved so many dogmas of the 
church as did the teachings of Pelagius. The man Who was able to 
acquire so many able proselytes, and maintain himself against so many 
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Between the conflicting doctrines of Pelagius and Augustine“ stand the 
semi-Pelagians, between whom and the orthodox there appears to have 
been no great difficulty. “This middle doctrine,” says Gilest “is said to 
have been held by two eminent ecclesiastics, Fastidius and Faustus, f who, 
like Pelagius, were natives of Britain; for in the beginning of the fifth 
century, when every other department of life was smitten with the dearth 
of eminent men, the Church seemed to have been most prolific.” 

In common with the Christian churches throughout the world, that of 
Britain became greatly agitated regarding the teachings-of Pelagius. 
The leading men of the orthodox church became alarmed, as the doctrine 
had been denounced as heresy, lest they might be involved in the denun- 
ciation. The question was greatly agitated, and the people were exer- 
cised in intellectual strife upon the question. Uncertain as to the result, 
the heads of the church sent to the churches of Cymric Gaul for help to 
settle the agitation, and Bishop Germanus§ and others came over in the 
year 429 and again in 446. Vast meetings were held. It was an appeal to 
the people. Says Bede, who was a Catholic, “A multitude flocking thither 
from all parts received the priests, whose coming had been foretold. . . 
. The apostolic priests filled the island of Britain with the fame of 
their preaching and virtues; and the word of God was by them daily 
administered, not only in the churches, but even in the streets and fields, 
so that the Catholics were everywhere confirmed. . . . Thus the gen- 
erality of the people readily embraced their opinion. At length 
their opponents had the boldness to enter the lists, and appeared for 
public disputation. An jmmense multitude was there as spectators and 
judges. . . Then thé venerable prelates poured forth the torrents of 
their apostolical and evangelical eloquence. . . . The people, who were 
judges, could scarcely refrain from violence, but signified their judgment 
by their acclamations.”|| These proceedings continued across the island, 
stops being made at every convenient place from London to Mold.** This 
is a striking picture of the habits of the people at that day, and shows 
that they were a religious and civilized people, and it is told of them by 
one who was no particular friend of the Cymry. | 

About this time (A. D. 429) according to Bede 5 . 
some straggling Saxons who came over to Britain to pillage on their 
own account, associated with some Pictstt attacked the Britons. The 
latter begged the help of Germanus * Lupus, who at once repaired to 


* His chief opponent: Bishop of Hippo. 

+ Giles’ Anct. Britons, p. 365. 

t It is said that the ere sound and good.” See notes to 
Giles’ Anct. Britons, p. 365. 

§ Bishop of Auxere in Gaul. One of his companions on tia ce war Lavan 
Bishop of Troyes. 

Bede Eccle. History. BI. ch, 17. 

** In Flintshire, Wales. 

of Scotland and other regions. Their language was Celtic. : 
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their camps. Then occurred what is called the ;“Alleluiatic Victory.” 
The two Gallic bishops preached with such great power that the greater 
portion of the soldiery requested baptism. Their request was granted, 
and fresh from the water they advanced unarmed towards the enemy. 
The Saxons and Piots hesring of this strange proceeding hastened to the 
conflict in expectation of easy triumph. Germanus, having concluded the 
solemnities of the Easter service, assembled the British warriors in a vale, 
surrounded by hills, and instructed them on a given signal to all shout 
Hallelujah three times. The command was faithfully obeyed. The sur- 
rounding hills echoed and re-echoed the sacred shout. The pagans, sur- 
prised at the repeated shouts, resounding far and near, were dismayed, 
they imagined that the forces of the Britons were overwhelming in their 
numbers, and fled in confusion without striking a stroke. The field where 
the armies met, near Mold, is still known as Maesgarmon, the field of Ger- 
manus. There is no doubt a battle was fought there, but whether the 
details as given above are all true is doubted by modern writers. The 
names of places in the neighborhood, however, show that for some reason 
that district has been tenacious of the memory of “St. Germanus.” | 

Notwithstanding the reverse that the adherents of Pelagius received at 
the hands of Germanus and Lupus the doctrine did not die. A second 
time the native orthodox clergy sent for Germanus and again he came, 
this time accompanied by Severus, one of Lupus’ scholars. Again they 
met the multitudes, again they taught what they claimed to be gospel, 
and this time they were not content with silencing the Pelagians, but they 
procured the banishment of their leaders from Britain. It is believed 
that Germanus succeeded in making considerable change in the discipline 
of the church upon the island. Some writers assert that he introduced 
the Galliean liturgy among the Britons, established many schools of learn- 
ing, or colleges, and encouraged the building of churches in the country 
districts. It is certain that from the time of his visit the intercourse be- 
tween British and Gallic churches became more frequent. 

A somewhat strange feature of conversion in Wales is related as having 
occurred at thistime. We abridge from Mr. Yoewell’s account of the mat- 
ter. He says that while “Germanus was endeavoring to effect a reforma- 
tion in the British church the family of Brychan, or Brachanus, a prince 
of Garthmadrin, Ireland, commenced their Christian labors among their 
brethren who had migrated into Wales. Brychan by his three wives is 
said to have had forty-nine children, whom the Triads record that ‘he 
brought up in learning and the liberal arts, that they might be able to show 
the faith in Christ to the nation of the Cymry, wherever they were without 
faith.’ Upon this statement an argument has been grounded to show that 
there were parts of Wales which had not yet embraced Christianity. Evi- 
dent proofs remain that the Britons had not entirely emerged from heath- 
enism, and that Druidical superstitions were rooted in the minds of the 
people until late in the following century; still, the allegation, that the 
Welsh race should have been converted by missionaries from a family 
- whose origin was Irish, is so singular as to demand some inquiry into the 

‘correctness of the original assertion. The question may be determined by 
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considering the districts in which the churches and chapels: dedicated to 
the family of Brychan are distributed. They are about fifty-fivein num- 
ber, out of which twenty-two are in Brecknockshire, or immediately upon 
its borders. Those situated in Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire; at 
that time occupied by Gwyddyl Ffichti (Irish Picts), are sixteen. Five 
more are in Anglesey and three of the family settled in the Isle of Man, 
both occupied by the same tribe. Most of the remaining churches are 
situated together in Denbighshire; and as parts of North Wales are said 
_to have still.continued in the possession of the Irish, it may be judged by 
analogy that this was one of the districts so retained. The conclusion 
presented by a consideration of these localities, is, that the people without 
the faith, who from their settlement in Wales have been mistaken: for the 
nation of the Cymry, were not Welshmen but Irish. The latter race had 
not received the truths of the Gospel, for this was the age in which St. 
Patrick was employed in imparting Christianity to their countrymen in 
Ireland, and in Wales the hostility of the native inhabitants would pre- 
vent them from obtaining that blessing; but upon the — of oe Reem 
they could prefer the name of a kindred origin.“ 
[ro BE CONTINUED. |] 


— 


THE GENEALOGY. OF OUR LORD. 


A GREAT deal of difficulty has not unfrequently been e 1 
those who have sought to study the Bible, on account of the apparent 
absence of harmony in various parts of the scriptures dealing with the 

same subjects or events, and one of the instances of this kind is the seem- 
ing want of reconciliation in the two genealogies of our Lord, as recorded 
respectively by St. Matthew and St. Luket; moreover this particular in- 
stance of disagreement in the two accounts has always been held up by 
the adversaries of Christianity [even as far back as the time of the phi- 

- losopher Celsus, who, at the latter part of the second century, assailed the 
Christian religion in writing] in order to demonstrate that Christianity 
is both illogical and inconsistent. | 

It is a matter of great importance that students of Christianity should 
obtain an understanding of the true genealogy of the Savior of the World, 
and of His descent from David, and even from Abraham, because all the 
inspired prophets in the far distant past, and long anterior to the days of 
Christ Himself, have distinctly pointed out the line through which the 
Messiah should descend, and it becomes therefore most necessary that 

anything in the way of contradictory statements, in respect to His gene- 
alogy, should be reconciled, in order that all doubts, which this lack of 
harmony might be likely to engender in the mind, should be effectually 
effaced. So long as we have no agreement or conformity in the pedigrees 


— 


* Bees’ Welsh Saints, p. 17. 
+ Matthew 1; 1—16; Luke 3: 23—38. 
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given to us in the first chapter of St. Matthews Goghal and in the third 
chapter of that written by St. Luke, we may be said to be in want of a 
true genealogy of our Lord, all that we can claim to possess being two 
different lists exhibiting the line of descent of Joseph, His reputed father; 
and these lists, being inconsistent with each other, do not tend to satis- 
factorily prove to us that Jesus Christ was either of the seed of Abraham, 
or of the house of David; and yet how necessary it is, in order to the per- 
fecting of our faith in Himas the promised Mensiah, thae-thessiacteshenld 7 
be established beyond the possibility of a doubt. : : 

It is I believe an undisputed fact that the Jews, Selene to the 
Babylonish captivity as well as prior to it, preserved with great care their 

genealogical records and in the case of Jesus Christ such a record was, as 
I have already stated, absolutely essential in order to establish for Him a 
royal descent from David, and to furnish evicenon thet He was the n 
ised King of Israel. 

The following Horne? will 1 think, in thie 
found to be of some interest. The genealogy given by St. Matthew was 
principally designed for the Jews, and therefore it traces the pedigree ot 
Jesus Christ, as the promised seed, downwards from Abraham to David, 
and from him through Solomon’s line to Jacob, the father of Joseph, who 
was the reputed or legal father of Christ. (Matt. 1: 1—16.) That given 
by St. Luke was intended for the Gentiles, and traces the pedigree up- 
wards from Heli, the father of Mary, to David, through the line of his son 
Nathan, and from Nathan to Abraham, concurring with the former, 
and from Abraham up to Adam, who was the immediate ‘Son of God,’ 
(Luke 3: 23-38).” 

Inasmuch as the descent of Christ downwards. dn Ab or up- 
wards to Abraham, is seemingly so much at variance in the two family 
trees under consideration, one is led to infer that they must represent the 
genealogies of two different individuals, and yet at the same time both 
can be said to be an account of the family of our Lord, if we find that one 
of the two evangelists has traced Christ’s pedigree through the line of His 
reputed father Joseph, and the other through the line of His Mother Mary. 

There seems to be no doubt whatever that the genealogy recorded by 
St. Matthew is that of Joseph, ani it may therefore be viewed as that of 
our Lord in a civil or political sense, though decidedly not in a natural 
sense, that is according to the flesh; and indeed this would seem to have 
been the view taken by St. Metthow himself, for it will be noticed that, as 
soon as he had reached the name of Joseph in the pedigree recorded by 
him, he did not continue in his hitherto unvaried mode of expression, and 
add the words, “And Joseph begat Jesus,” but he suddenly altered it, and 
stopped short at the name of Joseph as being the last of the family, the 
pedigree of which he had been tracing, and then added the following 
striking words, “the husband of Mary of whom was born Jesus who is 
called Christ; thus clearly implying 25 Jesus was not the son of J oseph 
in the flesh. o 


* Hornes’ Introduction to the Scriptures, Vol. I. p. 574. 
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If Joseph had really been the father of Jesus, as the Jews held to be 
the case, then of course his genealogy would have sufficed for that of our 
Lord, and in that case there would have been no necessity for any of the 
Evangelists to have recorded a second and a different one; but if, as St. 
Matthew implies, Joseph was not the father of Christ, and if that which 
we read in the scriptures regarding the birth of our Savior be true, it is 
quite evident that the genealogy of Joseph according to the flesh cannot 
be the same as that of Jesus Christ; and this being the case, it became 
necessary, for the reasons already suggested, that his genealogy according 
to the flesh should also be recorded and handed down. The genealogy of 
Mary, His mother, is the only one therefore that can be His in a natural 
sense, and it was accordingly necessary that her pedigree should be placed 
on record as well as that of her husband a and it is her family tree 
that St. Luke has given tous. 1 

I have already stated that the Jews were in the habit of n 
their pedigrees, and Josephus the Jewish historian tells us that, both be- 
fore and during our Lord's time, they were most careful in preserving 
their genealogies, and especialy so in the case of all priestly families.“ 
Horne speaks of the great importance which the Jews attached to their 
pedigrees, and assigns the reason for this to be that, when in the fulness 
of time the promised mediator was revealed in the flesh, the church and 
people of God might infallibly know that this was that very promised 
seed of the woman, the son of Abraham, and the son of David.“ Gress- 
well tells us that it was not customary with the Jews to trace back a 
particular line of descent from or through a female as its head, and he 
therefore, in writing on this subject of our Lord's lineage, adds that a 
genealogy of Mary, as such, would not be exhibited as the genealogy of 
Jesus Christ through Mary, but it would be so exhibited through someone 
most closely connected with Mary, that is to say, through someone 
who stood, or might be considered to stand, in the same relation to the 
father of Mary, as Mary herself, and that 1 55 person could be none other | 
than Joseph her husband. 

It will be noticed that St. Luke commences the pedigree: of our heed : 
thus. “And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being 
(as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli.”§ St. 
Matthew however mentions the name of Joseph's father as Jacob,|| so that 
there would seem to be an error on the part of one or other of these two 
Evangelists, If however we admit that the two genealogies are those 
respectively of Joseph and of Mary, and if we at the same time bear in 
mind that, according to the Jewish custom, a line of descent could not be 
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+ Lite of Flavius See 1, and Jowephus against Apion, Book L, 
Vol. IV., p. 57. 

t Gresswell’s Vol. II., p. 103. 

§ Luke 3: 23. yoann 

Matt. 1: 16. 
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traced ave find that this apparent con- 
flict is capable of satisfactory explanation. 

Dr. Doddridge states that a very ancient Jewish Rabbi, whose name 
however he does not quote, expressly calls Mary the daughter of Heli ;* 
consequently Joseph, by his marriage with Mary may be considered to 
have been the son of Heli for the purposes of this family tree; or it may 
be the case, as some authorities consider probable, that Joseph had been 
adopted by Heli as his son. An old tradition, which early Christian 
writers have accepted, calls Mary the daughter of Joachim and Anna, but 
Joachim is only another form of — and Eli or Heli is the abridge- 
ment of Eliachim. T 

Thus it is that the genealogy of Mary is exhibited nominally as that of 
her husband J oseph by St. Luke, but it is his genealogy only i in a legal 
sense, while it is that of Mary in a purely natural sense, and is therefore 
that of her son Jesus Christ according to the flesh. The pedigree traced 
by St. Matthew however exhibits the line of descent of Joseph in a purely 
natural sense,—that is, according to the flesh—and is only the legal gene- 
alogy of Jesus Christ. The language used by both Evangelists seems to 
show this, for St. Matthew, in his account, stops short at the name of 
Joseph, as I have already pointed out, and. purposely desists from adding 
the words “And Joseph begat Jesus,” but suddenly changes his language, 
and clearly infers that this was not the case. St. Luke, in an equally re- 
markable manner, commences his account of the pedigree of our Lord by 
showing that Jesus was only the supposed son of Joseph, f inferring also 
that He was not Joseph's son according to the flesh; and so he gives us a 
genealogy which is clearly the natural one of our Lord, according to the 
flesh, through His mother Mary, in which, agreeably to Jewish custom, 
Joseph's name has been substituted for that of his wife. It is therefore 
evident that this could not have been the natural genealogy of Joseph, 
while it is equally evident that his natural one, as recorded by St. 
Matthew,§ could not have been the natural one of the Savior, but only 
his civil or legal one through his reputed father, as required by Jewish 
law or custom, and hence arose the necessity of its being recorded, as 
well as the genealogy of our Lord according to the flesh. 

If we examine the two pedigrees, we shall see that Joseph and Mary 
must have been very nearly related to each other, for they were both des- 
cended from David, but respectively through his two sons, Solomon and 
Nathan, Joseph coming through Solomon’s line, and Mary through that 
of Nathan. In this connection Gresswell states that, as both stand at 
analogous points in the lines of descent, the probabilities are that they 
were next of kin, _ this ted . the law of Moses would require 
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p. 30, Note N. 
+ Cassell’s Bible Dictionary, and Gresswell’s Dissertations, Vol. 1 104. 


1 Luke 3: 23, 
Matt. 1: 1-16. 
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